Cops ‘encouraged’ 
terrorist rampage 
by right-wingers 




Police stand over prostrate protesters faptured during the Days of Rage in 1969. 
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The Police Department In- 
telligence Division allowed and 
“encouraged” the right-wing 
Legion of Jusdce to conduct a 
terrorist rampage against anti- 
war organizations over a 
three-year period, according to 
a grand jury report made pub- 
lic Monday. 

“There is no question that 
some members of the security 
section (of the Intelligence Di- 
vision) maintained a close 
working relationship with the 
Legion,” grand jurors said. 

IN ONE OF ITS most criti- 
cal findings, the grand jury 
said the department made no 
effort to stop the Legion des- 
pite the group’s “public state- 
ments accepting responsibility 
for criminal acts and their 
avowed intention to continue to 
commit such acts.” 

Founded by the late attorney 
S. Thomas Sutton, the Legion 
was a band of roughly a dozen 
young men who were orga- 
nized in military fashion to 
conduct raids against groups 
opposed to American in- 
volvement in the Vietnam 
War. . 

Calling the legion a 'legiU- 
mate target , of police 'scru- 
tiny," the grand jury found that 
no effort was ever made by the 
department to infiltrate the 
group. 

In fact, few files were even 
kept on the organization. The 
grand jury said the In- 
telligence Division had five 
times as many files on an un- , 
named state senator as it had 
on the Legion. 

THE GRAND JURY said' the 
Legion burglarized offices of 
organizations which were 
“subjects of intensive surveil- 
lance and harassment” by the 
police security section. 

“Officers of the security sec- 
tion also witnessed acts of vio- 
lence by the Legion of Justice 
against members of these or- 




S. Thomas Sutton 



ganizations, but failed to come 
to the aid of the victims,” the 
grand jury said. 

“At the minimum,” the jury 
report continues, “the security 
section acquiesced and encour- 
aged the commission of illegal 
acts (by tht legion).” 

THE FACT THAT police of- 
ficers either “conducted or di- 
rected such activities severly 
stains the integrity of law en- 
forcement,” the grand jurors 
said. 

“The hierachy of the Chi- 
cago Police Department can- 
not escape their moral respon- 
sibility for the actions of mem- 
bers of the security section. 
They either condoned the ac- 
tions or grossly neglected their 
supervisory duties,” the report 
said. 

The Daily News, in its series 
of stories on police spy activi- 
ties, made the first disclosures 
linking the Legion to members 
of the Police Departinent. 
Months later these ties were 
confirmed, under' oath, in 
courtroom testimony by two 
former Legion members. 

AMONG THE incidents in- 
volving the Legion' and police 
co-operation disclosed by The 
Daily News were these: 

• While police squad cars 



parked outside to provide pro- 
tection, Legion members 
raided the offices of an under- 
ground film group. Newsreel, 
stealing a movie depicting cap- 
There were no arrests. 

Hanoi. Some members of the 
Newsreel group were beaten, 
ian ballet troupe and a Chinese 

• As security section officers 
watched. Legion members dis- 
rupted an antiwar rally in a 
North Side theater and burned 
^ with a cigaret butt — the 
hand of one of the rally’s orga- 
nizers. Intelligence Division of- 
ficers helped Legion members 
escape. 

• The Legion burglarized sev- 
eral offices of antiwar groups, 
turning the stolen files over to 
Intelligence Division officers. 
Unmarked police cars parked 
outside some of the burglaries 
to protect Legion members 
from arrest. 

• Using tear gas grenades 
provided by an Intelligence Di- 
■vision officer, members of the 
Legion disrupted Ci-vic Opera 
House performances of a Rus- 
sian ballet trupe and a Chinese 
acrobatic group. 

• Legion members entered of- 
fices of the Independent Voters 
of Illinois and the American 
Friends Service (Quakers) and 
planted electronic eavesdropp- 
ing devices. 

THE DAILY NEWS also 
linked the Legion of Justice 
with the 113th Military In- 
telligence unit formerly based 
in Evanston. 

The grand jury reported it 
could not verify this link be- 
cause the Army contended all 
files from the I13th were de- 
stroyed after the group was 
exposed for engaging in wide- 
spread spying on civilians. 

. But the grand jury said it 
was able to link the 113th with 
the poiice Intelligence Divi- 
sion. 

In its report, the grand jury 
said police intelligence files, 
however flimsy, were turned 
over to the 113th and to the 
Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, again confirming 
a report that first appeared in 
The Daily News. 




